
Fab Four took us by storm 50 years ago

Quilts with 
Wauwatosa ties 

on exhibit  
Sept. 12-14

Historic and contemporary 
quilts with Wauwatosa con-
nections will be exhibited 
Sept. 12-14 at the Kneeland-
Walker House.

The “Stitches in Time” show 
coincides with the national 
convention of the American 
Quilt Study Group. A pri-
vate showing is planned for 
Thursday, Sept. 11, but the 
show is open to the public 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
the 12th and 13th and from 
noon to 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 14. Admission is $7. 
Group rates are available. See 
the WHS website for details.

The Sarah Clapp Goodrich 
quilt, which WHS volunteers 
are stabilizing with the help 
of a grant from the Prairieville 
Questers, also is on display. 
Neighbors of Goodrich, the 
daughter of Wauwatosa pio-
neers, made the quilt in 1879 
and gave it to her when she 
set off for missionary work in 
China.

The show needs docents 
to monitor the quilts, direct 
visitors through the house 
and, in some cases, read brief 
scripts. Contact the WHS of-
fice to sign up for a shift.

Tour Washington Highlands Tudors Oct. 4
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW

Advance: $14 for members; 
$17 for non-members, by cash 
or check only. Tickets sold at 
Wisconsin Garden & Pet, 8524 
W. North Ave., Little Read Book 
Store, 7603 W. State St., and 
Barcelona, 5827 W. Vliet St.
Day of tour: $17 for members, 
$20 for non-members, at tour 
headquarters, 1651 Alta Vista 
Ave.
Online: Pre-order at www.
wauwatosahistoricalsociety.org 
for day-of-tour pickup.

A grand Tudor Revival-style home at 1651 Alta Vista Ave. overlooks Washington Blvd.

William J. Dowlding 
will speak

7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 9
at the

First Congregational 
Church,

 1511 Church St.

SPEAKER

Flashbulbs exploded as some 12,000 fans 
packed the Arena on Friday, Sept. 4, 1964 for 
the Beatles’ one-and-only Wisconsin perfor-
mance.

Beatlemania was at its peak. Several months 
earlier, the Beatles held a dozen positions on 
the Billboard Hot 100 singles chart.

The week of the concert, Beatles’ 45 rpm 
singles were priced at 79 cents in an ad for 

Gimbels-Schuster department stores. 
Tickets for the concert cost $5.50.
Beatlesongs author William J. Dowlding will 

takes us back to that night 50 years ago when 
he speaks at the Wauwatosa Historical Society 
meeting Sept. 9. 

Dowlding’s book is a comprehensive chron-
icle of Beatles music and history. He profiles  
every Beatles song ever written.

Six architecturally significant 
Tudor Revival-style homes in 
the Washington Highlands 
will be featured in this year’s 
Tour of Homes from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 4.

 The subdivision is the state’s 
largest and finest example of 
the Garden City Movement. It 
features parks, natural foliage, 
a stream and interesting traffic 
control techniques. 

The land had been a 217-acre 

farm that was owned by beer 
baron Frederick Pabst. There, 
Pabst raised a herd of purebred 
Percheron mares and stallions 
he imported from France to 
pull his beer wagons.

Pabst died in 1901 and his 
horse-drawn wagons soon were 
replaced by trucks. The family 
hired a planner in 1916 to cre-
ate the Washington Highlands 
on some of the farmland.

See pages 3-5 for details.
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Sept. 9: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Speaker 
Series: William J. Dowlding, author of 
Beatlesongs, looks back 50 years when 
the Beatles performed their only con-
cert in Wisconsin. First Congregational 
Church, 1511 Church St.
Sept. 12-14: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and noon to 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Stitches in Time quilt show.
Oct. 4: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Tour 

of Homes, The Tudors of the Washing-
ton Highlands. 
Oct. 11: 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Village 
walking tour starts at Little Red Store, 
$3. Free for members and those who 
join that day.  
Oct. 11: 10:30 a.m. Saturday, tour 
Kneeland-Walker House. Call WHS for 
reservation. Free for members; $5 for 
non-members.

CALENDAR

FIREFLY ART FAIR 
ANOTHER MAJOR SUCCESS

Great weekend weather helped 
make the historical society’s 28th 
Firefly Art Fair another success.

Melinda VerDuin, on chalk-
ing up her first year chairing the 
event, said, “We were thrilled to 
hear so many so many of the art-
ists compliment us on all of the 
efforts of the many volunteers who 
make this fair a success.”

Special thanks to each of the 
more than 125 volunteers, es-
pecially the committee leaders: 
Beverages, Jim Ruzicka; breakfast, 
Ken and Mary Loeffel; desserts, 
Robin Jeske; exhibit, Rachael 
VerDuin; finance, Beth Causier; 
food, Debbie Dubinsky and Sue 
Flatley; grounds, Phil Warner; 
popcorn, Jerry and Linda Ste-
paniak; music, Dean Teofilo; 
publicity and artist reception, 
Chris Vogel; and silent auction, 
Kathy Causier and Patty Fibich-
Warner.

Thanks also to James Steeno of 
James Steeno Gallery for designing 
the publicity materials, and to our 
main sponsor, Firefly Real Estate. 
Other sponsors were Cranky Al’s, 
Leff’’s Lucky Town, Outpost 
Natural Foods, Sprecher and 
Waste Management.

SEASON’S LAST GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR IS OCT. 11 

The season’s last walking tour of 
the Village area will be offered at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 11

The 1.2-mile walks begin at the 
Little Red Store. Tours are free 
for members and $3 for non-
members. No need to sign up in 
advance.

WE DON’T WANT PACE TO 
SLOW AT LITTLE RED STORE 

Saturday morning foot traffic at 

the Little Red Store disappears af-
ter the year’s final farmers market 
day, Oct. 18, but the community 
center remains available for rentals 
throughout the year. 

The Little Red Store is an ideal 
site for gatherings of up to about 
30 people. The fee is $25 per hour 
with a two-hour minimum rental. 
Weekly and long-term rental rates 
are negotiable. 

LITTLE RED STORE TO GET 
2-HOUR CLEANING OCT. 25

Society volunteers gave the 
Little Red Store a thorough spring 
cleaning in preparation for the 
busy summer. It’s overdue for 
another cleaning. 

If you’re able to help wash win-
dows, vacuum and dust, meet at 
the Little Red Store from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 25. 

KNEELAND-WALKER
HOUSE TOUR OCT. 18

 An in-depth tour of the Knee-
land-Walker House will be offered 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 18.

Contact the WHS office to make 
a required reservation for the tour. 
Tours are free for members and $5 
for non-members. The tour takes 
60-75 minutes.

NOTEWORTHY

Enjoying a quintessential Wauwatosa summer means attending the 
Firefly Art Fair, strolling the elegant gardens of the Kneeland-Walker 
House and connecting with friends and neighbors.

The historical society recognizes 
gifts made in memory of the 

following people:

In Memory of

LEN BORKOWSKI
Heidi Hilda

Doug & Nancy Larsen
Sokol-Sokolice-Milwaukee

In Memory of

KAREN TANCILL
Diane Dumdey Marton

MEMORIALS
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TUDOR TREASURES
The stories behind what you’ll see

By TRACI E. SCHNELL

Although the tour is named “The Tudors of the Wash-
ington Highlands,” it technically should have been 
named “Five Tudors and a French Eclectic” But that 
doesn’t package up as neatly for a tour title. 

The five Period Tudor Revival homes exhibit many of the 
style’s primary characteristics, including a dominant front-
facing gabled entry; multiple-light, leaded-glass windows; 
stone, brick or stucco and false half-timber sheathing (or a 
combination thereof ); wood-shingle, slate or tile-covered 
gabled roofs; and a dominant chimney. 

Four of the five homes demonstrate an English influence, 
whereas the example at 1806 Mountain Ave. is an American-
ized example of the style, which simply means it does not 
have as many details as English-inspired examples. 

While the sixth home, the French Eclectic example at 1716 
Alta Vista Ave., shares many of the same characteristics as the 
English-inspired Tudors, the single defining feature that sepa-
rates it from the others is its rounded entrance tower topped 
with a conical roof. More typically, French Eclectic-style 
homes are also topped with a hipped roof, but this example 
is gabled. 

All six homes were built between 1925 and 1930. The earli-
est, at 1639 Alta Vista Ave., was built by and for building 
contractor Robert J. Stark and his wife, Anastasia. 

Original plans for the house were produced in 1925  by 
Loos-Schneider. Loos and Schneider identify themselves on 
the plans as designers, but no such firm name was found 
in any local directories. The two are thought to have been Ar-
thur Loos and William C. Schneider, two draftsmen who at 
the time worked at the Milwaukee architectural firm of Brust 
& Phillip. 

Homeowner Robert Stark, born in 1892, was the son of 
Theodore Stark, who established a construction/contracting 
business in Iowa in 1891. 

Robert moved his family to Milwaukee between 1917 
and 1920 and established an office of Theodore Stark and 
Company. 

After five years in the Highlands home, the Starks, who had 
four children — Vincent, Robert, Mary Rita and Joseph — 
moved in 1930 to a house on Forest Street in Wauwatosa. 
They sold the Highlands house to sewer contractor Leroy 
(Roy) Zimmerman and his wife, Juva, who with their three 
children remained in the house until moving to Louisville, 
KY, in 1933. 

The house was later owned by a few more long-term own-
ers, including Alfred and Mae Bennett (1934-1945), Fordyce 
and Barbara Ross (1945-1964) and John H. and Cecelia 
Zwicker (1965-1982). The current owners have been in the 
home more than 30 years and have put significant effort into 
maintaining and restoring it. 

When they could, they took advantage of the tax credit 
rehabilitation program. The house is eligible because it’s a 
contributing resource within a listed National Register His-
toric District. 

Because of water damage, the living room ceiling was 
replaced and the sunroom at the rear 
was taken down to the studs and 
rebuilt, although it retains its original 
quarry tile floor. The kitchen, which 
had been remodeled in 1965, was 
updated in 2000. 

In April 1926, and next door to the 
Starks, construction started on the 
$40,000 home of Ernest and Burdell 
Swendson at 1651 Alta Vista Ave. 

After working as the manager of the 
Schlitz Brewing Company in East 
Grand Forks, ND, Ernest Swendson 
(born 1885) returned to his native 
city and started one of the earli-
est Ford dealerships in Milwaukee. 
Swendson Ford was established in 
1915 at present-day S. 20th and W. 
National Ave. It no longer is standing. 
The dealership went out of business in 1979. By then, the 
business was run by his grandson, Thomas. 

The Swendsons had four children. Dorothy, the eldest, was 
married at the house in 1934. Ernest retired in 1942 and the 
family remained in the house through at least 1949. They 
also owned a house near Lake Beulah, north of East Troy, 
where they eventually would move after selling the house in 
the 1950s to the second and only other owners. 

The house, comprised of more than 5,500 square feet of 
living space, was designed by Buemming & Guth. It contains 
six bedrooms and four and one-half bathrooms. The kitchen 

HOUSE HISTORY 
RESEARCHERS

Histories of proper-
ties exhibited in 
the Tudors of the 
Washington High-
lands Tour of Homes 
were researched by 
John Goudie, Sarah 
Bernstein, Chris-
topher Shea, Traci 
E. Schnell, Carolyn 
Dressler and Carrie 
Gorski. 

SEE TOUR ON PAGES 4 AND 5



was previously remodeled, 
but little else of the interior 
has been altered.

Both the front and rear 
entrances are fully separated 
from the staircase to the sec-
ond floor in a fashion that 
is more typical of English 
manor houses. 

Like all of the other tour 
homes, this house retains 
a significant amount of 
original detailing, includ-
ing tile floors, leaded glass, 
an imposing stone fireplace 
and extensive woodwork 
throughout. 

Although the home’s 
three-car garage would ap-
pear to be rather extravagant 
for the mid-1920s, knowing 
the original owner was a car 
dealer makes that extrava-
gance logical.

The year 1929 produced 
three of the tour homes; two 
on Mountain Ave. and one 
on Hillcrest Dr. 

The home at 6708 Hill-
crest Dr. was designed by 
Ray Dieterich and built by 
well-known contractor Wal-
ter Truettner. It originally 
was owned by George Jr. 
and Helen Moerschel. 

George Jr., born in 1888, 
was the son of cigar manu-
facturer George Moerschel. 
He was among the organiz-
ers of the Socialist party in 
Milwaukee. 

George Jr. worked as a ma-
chinist for a variety of com-
panies, including the Schlitz 
Brewing Company and, by 
the time the Hillcrest Dr. 
home was completed, he 
was the treasurer of Unit 
Corporation of America, a 
West Allis manufacturer of 
forgings. The firm went into 
receivership in 1932 and the 
Moerschels sold the home 
two years later and moved 
to Kalamazoo, MI. 

The Moerschels had one 
daughter, Helen, who 
graduated in 1932 from 
Wauwatosa High School. 

Manufacturer John Jambor, his wife 
Mary and their two children owned the 

home from 1934 to 1943. It was dur-
ing their ownership that the garage was 
enlarged. 

In 1943, it was purchased by Herbert 

and Pearl Nestle, who 
remained there until 
1950.

For the next four 
years it was owned by 
Donald and Lillian 
Smith. For more than 
40 years — 1954-
1996 — the house was 
owned by Donald and 
Wilma Ruff.  Donald 
was a fifth genera-
tion brewmaster who 
worked at Blatz and, 
following the merger, at 
Pabst. 

The current own-
ers, in the home since 
1996, have had signifi-
cant landscaping done 
by MKEGreenworks. 
They were given a Yard 
of Distinction award 
in 2013 by the Wau-
watosa Beautification 
Commission. 

While many of 
the original interior 
features remain, the 
kitchen has been re-
modeled and the north 
wall of the living room 
has been redesigned 
for it to function more 
effectively for a fam-
ily of seven. Custom 
windows were installed 
in the rear porch and it 
now serves as a year-
round living space. 

They also have taken 
part in the tax credit 
rehabilitation program 
for some of their im-
provements. 
  To the south is a 
house at 1806 Moun-
tain Ave. that was built 
for Frank and May 
Tharinger. 

Frank’s brother 
Charles was an active 
architect in the late 
1920s; however, Urban 
Peacock was chosen as 
the architect for the 
home. 

Frank was born in 
1884. He began his 
career in the insurance 

business. After his brother William 
died, he left that occupation to run 
the Tharinger Macaroni Company in 
Milwaukee  from 1925 to 1930. 

TOUR OF HOMES
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1806 Mountain Ave.

6708 Hillcrest Dr.

1639 Alta Vista Ave.
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Frank also served as a 
director of Badger State 
Bank, 2102 W. Fond 
du Lac Ave. The bank is 
now known as Seaway 
Bank and Trust. Among 
the 1907 founders of 
the bank was his brother  
William. 

Frank and May, parents 
of fraternal twins Joan 
Marie and Robert, re-
mained in the house until 
selling in 1960 to Charles 
and Eva Finn. In 1950, 
Finn founded Milwaukee 
Ear, Nose and Throat 
Clinic, Ltd., among the 
oldest medical service 
corporations in the state.

The Finns were followed 
by Michael and Jill Hayford 
(1990-2010). In addition 
to removing carpeting, 
refinishing upper-level 
floors, stripping wallpa-
per and repainting, they 
installed hardwood floors 
in the living and din-
ing rooms. The rooms 
originally had poured 
concrete floors finished 
with carpeting.

They also remodeled the 
kitchen, which included 
an addition to the east 
that now connects to the 
family room on the south. 
The current owners have 
since completed landscap-
ing, renovated two of the 
bathrooms and converted 
attic space for use as a 
playroom.

The tour home at 1641  
Mountain Ave. was built for Frank and 
Louise Hubbard and designed by the 
firm of George Schley & Sons. 

Frank was born in Washington, D.C., 
and moved to Milwaukee in 1907 to 
take a job with Cutler-Hammer, where 
he served as a patent attorney for nearly 
50 years. 

He and Louise had three children: 
Frank, Allen and Jean. Although Louise 
died in 1937, the Hubbard family 
remained in the house through 1943. 

The Hubbards apparently were bridge 
players. The front hall was specifically 
designed to include a bridge table 
cabinet. 

Of the six tour homes, this one 
changed hands most frequently, with 
ten owners to date. The longest-tenured 

owner was insurance agent Peter Rasey 
and his wife, Suzanne, who lived in the 
house from the mid-1960s through 
1983. 

Immediately preceding the current 
owners, Steven and Jacqueline Rolfe 
(1996 to 2004) also took advantage of 
the tax credit rehabilitation program for 
improvements to the house. 

Since 2004, the current owners have 
had a new wooden fireplace mantel in-
stalled in the living room. It previously 
had been altered from its 1929 design.

They also have had glass doors, made 
by Oxford Studios, fitted into the exist-
ing kitchen cabinets. 

On the second floor, they have in-
stalled hardwood flooring where none 
previously existed and have remodeled 

the primary second-floor 
bathroom, returning it to 
a circa-1930 period ap-
pearance. 

The “youngest” home 
on the tour is at 1716 
Alta Vista Ave. and, as 
noted previously, is more 
appropriately termed 
French Eclectic in style. 

It was designed and 
built in 1930 by Roy 
C. Otto, who worked 
as a designer/contractor 
for about ten years. The  
house is believed to be 
among the last that he 
produced before spending 
the rest of his life oper-
ating bowling alleys in 
Milwaukee. 

The home’s original 
owners were engineering 
expert Theodore Mickel-
son, who was born about 
1871, and his wife Anna. 
They remained here for 
three years. The house was 
then sold to August Irving 
and Myra Scherer, who 
lived there for the next 
four years (until 1937). 

The Scherer family has 
either owned or rented a 
total of three WHS tour 
homes featured over the 
last five years. A special 
thank you to the Scherer 
family for continuing to 
share historic family pho-
tos of each of them.

For the next nearly 
50 years, the home was 
owned by businessman 
and part-time author and 

playwright, Laurence Gross and his 
wife, Helen (1937-1965) followed by 
Thomas and Jeanette Sommers (1965-
1986). 

Until 1986, the vacant lot adjacent 
to the south was associated with this 
house. That year, the lot and the exist-
ing swimming pool were sold off and 
incorporated into the lot to the east. 

When the current owners bought the 
house, the floors were covered with 
thick green carpeting and the wood-
work had been painted. They removed 
the carpeting and have, over the years, 
painstakingly stripped the woodwork. 

Among improvements they made to 
the home are a family room addition, 
kitchen remodeling and the extensive 
terracing on the hill to the rear.                

TOUR OF HOMES
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1641 Mountain Ave.

1716 Alta Vista Ave.
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 GARDENS

A balmy evening reception in the gardens of the Kneeland-Walker House was all 
the more enjoyable with music performed by the Pickle Alley String Band.

FRIENDS OF GARDEN CHEER 
REMARKABLE SEASON

The summer of 2014 will be 
remembered for beautifully mild 
weather, but also for major improve-
ments to the landscaping of the 
Kneeland-Walker House. 

In August, the hisorical society’s 
friends of the gardens gathered for an 
evening reception hosted by Caro-
lyn Dressler, leader of the society’s 
garden committee.

The gardens always provide a 
beautiful background for the annual 
Firefly Art Fair, but it was a delight to 
focus on them at the Aug. 20 garden 
party. 

Seeing this year’s improvements was 
impressive: new shrubs and trees that 
highlight rather than hide the house, 
plus a new walkway and steps to the 
main entrance of the house.

 The historical society’s gardens 
are open to the public and also can 
be rented for weddings and other 
social events. Call the WHS office for 
details.


